only. Newer areas, such as transvaginal oocyte recovery, oocyte donation regimens, cryopreservation, ovulation induction with pure follicle stimulating hormone, luteinizing hormone releasing factor or its analogues, are only scantily covered but this is an unfortunate consequence of the ever accelerating advances in the field and the delay in hard cover publishing time.
Topics of a scientific nature are complemented by moral and ethical discussions appropriate to this form of infertility treatment, and the appendix provides a useful 'couples' guide' to IVF. In what is fast becoming a service industry this book also represents an excellent introduction to the subject for family general practitioners who may be considering referral of their infertile couples to specialized IVF units. RICHARD Any book on a rapidly changing field runs the risk of being overtaken by events. However, this book on the acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS), which is written by acknowledged authorities in the field, has managed to provide a remarkably up-to-date outline of this new disease, with evidence of last-minute revision. Although the book gives a good overall account of AIDS, it could scarcely be considered to be a 'basic guide for clinicians'. The informed reader can extract guidance on clinical care but a layout based on clinical presentations would have been preferable for clinicians unfamiliar with AIDS. With the rapid increase in cases in this country, such a guide would have been more helpful.
Despite these reservations there is much to commend this book. Nine chapters cover the epidemiological, clinical and pathological features of AIDS and associated disorders. While there is some overlap, the major disease categories are well described. There is especially good coverage of the treatment of opportunist infections and tumours and there are two excellent chapters outlining the major immunological features. The chapter on the role of viruses in aetiology was evidently written as the earliest data on human T-cell leukaemia virus (HTLV)-III became available and so now appears relatively sparse, but is still sufficient for a basic understanding of this area. The sensitive subject of transfusion-associated AIDS gets a separate chapter and there follows an excellent account of the public health problem. A separate chapter is devoted to simian AIDS; the space would have been better filled by a general review of retrovirus-associated immune deficiencies in animals. Many of the well reproduced illustrations are helpful, but others are of no value to clinicians, such as the 4 of classical African Kaposi's sarcoma and 6 of simian AIDS. In addition to the generous references given after each chapter, there are 60 pages of totally superfluous 'general AIDS bibliography'. Nevertheless, this is the best book available on AIDS that I have seen and it provides a good starting point for the interested reader. ANTHONY The editor of this latest issue of Clinics in Rheumatic Diseases has been able to use her considerable international reputation to persuade distinguished authors worldwide to contribute. Inevitably with multiple authors there is a degree of overlap and repetition, and sometimes conflicting statements arise.
The inexperienced will find the painstaking review of histopathology by Dr L E Glyn and the masterly survey of aetiological factors by Dr A M Denman particularly instructive. There are useful updates of the role of malignancy and the association with other connective tissue disorders. The section on electromyography, while being an erudite essay on the interpretation of finer points, does not provide the uninitiated with sufficient basic information to be useful. Several authors outline management with an emphasis on high dose steroid from the outsetnot enough is made, both in acute and chronic disease, of the value of early use of immunosuppressive drugs for steroid sparing.
Overall this volume is to be highly recommended to physicians in the many disciplines which encounter polymyositis. This book provides a succinct account of modern obstetric ultrasound for both the novice and the experienced practitioner. Practical advice is given on the features to be considered when purchasing a realtime scanner for obstetric purposes. A chapter explaining the statistical precepts in fetal biometry will help the reader to critically analyse the confusing literature on the subject. Nomograms and tables quoted for fetal maturity and other estimations are only those which are based on proven and sound mathematical principles. The chapters on the methodology and application of measurements for fetal age are an especially helpful feature. A wide range of fetal pathology which may now be demonstrated by modern realtime equipment is comprehensively described and depicted by profuse, well labelled illustrations. In line with the practical nature of the book diagnostic pitfalls are included, together with differential diagnoses of various ultrasonographic appearances and approaches to particular clinical problems. There is a short chapter on the use of ultrasound in the evaluation and management of the infertile patient. Key references are given at the end of each chapter. Some expansion, with more illustrations, of the brief chapter on trophoblastic disease would have been helpful. While ultrasound-guided amniocentesis is described, no mention is made of other recently developed interventional techniques. Notwithstanding these criticisms, this book is warmly recommended as a concise text for all who are performing obstetric ultrasound. worldwide reputation for his work on bacterial toxins, conducted mostly at Oxford. R Seal occupied several senior posts at the US National Institutes for Allergy and Infectious Diseases and currently works at the National Institutes of Health. The sources used for the book include much previously unpublished material and tran scripts of tape-recorded interviews with 46 important cholera researchers. The historical and epidemiological introduction provides essential background to readers unfamiliar with the disease, before describing the 'Long-Delayed Discovery of Cholera Toxin'. The first landmark in American contribution to cholera was the involvement of the US Naval Medical Research Unit Number 3 (NAMRU 3) in the Egyptian cholera outbreak in 1947. The work of the Unit, commanded by Robert A Phillips, proved that dehydration in cholera is isotonic, and demonstrated that rehydration with alkaline isotonicsaline could reduce the mortality rate from 20% to 5%. It was in Thailand in 1958 that accurate balance studies were first completed by the NAMRU 2 team. These led to refinements in rehydration techniques that eventually reduced mortality to below 0.6%.
But there is much more to the story than I can mention here, and I urge anyone interested in cholera to read this book. The tale is a good one, and well told. Karger 1984 This well produced volume is a welcome addition to the medical literature, coming at a time when computer technology and applications are expanding rapidly. Almost all medical computer uses are covered, from complex data management systems for large hospitals to the use of microcomputers in diagnosis.
The book commences with an-overview of computer technology and terminology and a literature review of suitable applications in medicine. This is followed by a review of hospital information systems and their relevance to gastroenterology, data management in gastroenterology and endoscopy services, the use of computers in clinical decision making, the surveillance of gastrointestinal disorders, and analysis of gastroenterological literature. Dr de Dombal concludes with future progress in computer aids in gastroenterology.
This volume is informative, intelligible and a valuable addition to medical literature. Clinicians have an urgent need to read this book and explore the large bibliography it offers. 
